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Project Opportun{ty, a cooperative endeavor of the

College Entrance Examination Board and the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools, is a long-term demonstration guidance project
that has operated at 11 centers in the South since 1964. Funded
primarily by the Ford Foundation, the program focuses primarily on
high school students from minority/poverty backgrounds. The project's
primary purxpose is the encouragement of greater numbers of students

- to stay in school and subsequently to continue their education at an

~ - _appropriate school or college. The only full-time staff member at

each center is a Project Opportunity counselor; this counselor works
within the normal school setting and is assisted by a local policy
committee that is composed of school administrators and
representatives from nearby colleges that have agreed to sponsor the
pProgram. Report Number 1972-5 examines data concerning the third
successive grougp of Project opportunity students. Summary data is
presented for the 411 Group III students who completed high school in
May and June of 1972 at the 11 centers. Report Number 1972-6 focuses
on the colleges chosen by the outstanding black graduates of the
program. Thus far in the three graduating groups, there have been 582
black students who have continued their education at some college or

other post-secondary institution. {Reproduced from the best available
copy.] (Author/JmM)
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= Post-secondary Enrclliment
. . .Patterns of Group III
Project Opportunity Students -

PrOJect 0:portuq1+v is a loug—term demonstration gu-cance
project that lLas operated at eleven centers in the South since
1964.  Funded primarily by the Ford Founcdation and jointly
administered by the College Entrance Examinaticn Board and zha
Southern is sociation ol Colleges and Schcol s, the vrogram focuses
prlmat*ly on high scnool students from manorwtv/aov rity back-
grounds. The project's primarv purpase is the encouragament of

greater numborz of students to stay in school and subsecuce ntls +o

The only ifull-tine staff member at cach 3n ter is a Jroject
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Thls rerort examines data concerning the third successiwv
group oi Projsct Opportunity students. Tabie 1 presents suiti
data for the 411 &Oa? IIT studerts who ccmpleted high .school
May and June of 1572 at the eleven ceniers. The number of

students in Groud IIT at the centers rast¢ed Ircm a low of 18 a:

e
a

y
n

r
i

Charlettz to a high of 67 at MNashvillec. . Eight of the centers
Lad blaciis excinsively in Group III; the two Xentuckv centers,
Breuthitt and Le22 had no blacks; the only integrated group was
the one at the N¥elson Ccunty, Virginia, center. Overall, about
tvo-thirds of the ¢raduating Group.III students were black.

The rale--era¢e ratio shows that boys.are outnuwoored by ‘
giris by alwmost two to one. At three centers - Canton, Charlotte, |
and New Orleans - the ratio in favor of girls is akout three to
one. The disproporticnately high nunmber of girls is brought about
by selection procedures that place much emphasis on students'
pPrevious school records. Since girls tené to make acbtcr grades

Project Ozporiunity hoports are available Zrom Lho Coilege Entranc
Examination Board, Southern Ragional 0Ffice, 17 Executive Park DIIVC,
N. E., atlanta, CGrorgia S0:7%. Project Osporviuniiy is a cconcrativ
endcavor oi the Collcse Latrance Lxaminatiocn Doard a: 16 thie Southorn

Association of @ollcges and Schools.
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than boys at the seventh and eighth grades (the years of selection),
more girls were originally selected. MNone of the centers show a

ratio in favoxr of boys; the !Mobile center comes closest, however,
with 14 of the 30 students being bovs. ) co

i .

Somz aspects of the home background of the Group IIX students
can be understocod by exzmining the last four columns cf Table 1.
Only a third of the students at the Charlotte center and only about
half the students from Canton and Xashville had fathers at home.
The threoe centers with white students - Breathitt, Lee, and Helson -
show the lowest number of dependent children. The number of depen-
dent children at the black centers ranced from 3.4 at burham to a
high of 5.2 at Canton. f“he Canton center not only has the highest
number of children, it also shows the lowest median family income;
it is also the only center that shows all farilies of Project
students to have less than a $6000 family income. (The highest
reported family income at Canton is $5500.)

There is considerable range in the median family incomes.

5 more than
double thz mezdians found at the four poorect centers - Canten,
Charlotte, Auburn,; and New Orlearns. Overall figures show a median
family inccme of $6382 for tihie families of the Group III students;
some 46 percent of the families have incomes of $6000 or less.

i
The Relson County, Virginia, center median of $890¢ i
301

Although Project Opportunity generally scrves students from
poor families, it has not attempted to fixz rigid cut-cff points- .
on family income as a condition for participation. It has seemed
more important to emphasize that Project Opportunity is a demon-
stration guicdance program rather than continually call attention
to the fact ti:at it is ainsd at minority/poverty students.

Acadenic data for the gradvating Project Opportunityv students
is shown in Table 2. On the Sa?, the scores at the Nelson center
were the highest while those at the Canton and Auburn centers were
the lowest. Keeping in mincé that the Melson and Canton centers
showed the highest and lowest family income figures, it would
seem that there is a correlation between family income and SAT
scores anong the Project Opportunity centers.

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC




¥ZL

V8
3SL
$28

! L8

99

SoL

wwn

352

L9
“8¥
%89

uotr3eonpl
Surtnurtiuod
3uoox94g

'

8¢

(A4
Sv
LS
0T
104
6¢€
1T
8y
6V
m 
6S

sseTd
Jo
U3lzta
doj,
-ut
jusoxog

‘

T°¥T
T*9T

2°8T

I A

8°LT

(@3 Tsodwo))
L OV
231008

obeasay

L6E

SLE
SSy
gLe
68¢€

Ty
yec
€€

€8¢
SLE

W-L4YS
21008

obrvIoAY

8LE

ote
6TP
GS€
ree

80¥
(422
0ce

6TE
Vet

A-INVS
23008
obrxoAy

SINIANIS ALINNINOJd0 LOIALO=d

J:
III 4NOYD ONIAYVOITY YIVA OIWIAYOV

Telol

SUeHTIO M3N

UOSTON

-

STTTAUSEN

B

9T Tqol

W 2917
weyang
@330TaRYD
uojurd

. 33TY3edIY
,cumnna

. ejuelly

aJ23U3)

13

-

b
*Z TIgYY

O

LRI e

LY




———

_To appreciate the relative standing of the Project student's
- scores with those of other students, reifercnce was made to the
interpretive manuels for both the SAT and the ACT. “Some of the
appropriate percentile ranks given in the manuals arc shown below:

. ' ’ SAT

National percentile ranks for senior girls
tested in 1970 - 71 :

Score Verbal " Math
500 67 . 64
450 50 46
. 400 34 30
350 19 16
300 g8 6
‘ ACT

National percentile ranks for college-bound
high school students
tested during 1367-1970

Composite Sccre Percentile Rank
18 . 40
. 17 34
16 : 28
15 22
14 17

The manual £cr the SAT indicates that those who took the
test in 1970-71 wers presumably planning to go to college so it
seems reasonable to assume that the nories for both the SAT and
the ACT are for college-bound students. The SAT norms are
separated by sex since boys tend to score higher on the SAT -
Mathematical sections than do girls. The girls' norms are re-
produced here for the sake of <implicity and because a great
majority of °he Project students are girls.
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Comparing the average SAT and ACT test scores at all
centers with the publisher's national noras of college~going
students it is seen that the average Project student's scores
lie at about the 2%th percentile. The average scores at the
three majority white centers - Lee, Breathitt, and Helson -
generally lic at about the 40th percentile. Average scores at
the black coenters range from about the 10th percentile to the
30th percentile; awong those centers with blacii students only,
the scores at the Durham center are the highest. .

" The percentace of a group of graduating students whose
academic records place them in the top fifth of their class is

Sl e

an important indicator of the group's academic competance in
relation to their class-as a whole. Obviously many factors
affect this percentage: the quality of the competition, the
size of the group, and the degree of -selectivity in choosing the
group. If the group were drawn at random from the class as a
whole- it would bc cxpected that about 20 percent of the group
would be in the top fifth. |

Except for three centers - Auburn, Charlotte, and Mobile -~
the Project studenis have a_ far larger proportion in the top
fifth than would be expected if randcnly selected. - Why should
these three centers show such low percentages? Project students
at these canters are black, hut attend schools which have about

a 70-75 percent white enzollment. The particular Project students-

in Sroup III attcnded racially segrecated schools except for the
past three to four years and conseguently their academic back-
grounds have been somevhat adversely affected. Later groups of
Project students in these scheols should show irmprovecment with
respect to thelr academic rank since they will tend to have
received a more egual education. v

The percentage of Project stuéents continuing their education
ranged from a low of 48 percoent at the Auburn center to a high
of 87 percent at the iiobile conter. Data from all centers shows
an overall rate of 72 percent. The data includes students who

continucd their educations at both colleges and vocational or
technical schools. ‘
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Table 3 shows the kinds of colleges cheosen by the 274 students
of Group III who enrolled in a college. (This data does not include
those enrollirg in a vocational or technical school.) Some high-
lights from this table:

-- over half the college-attenders from three conters - .
- Atlanta, Canton, and Mobile - chose out-of-state colleges;

-- less than 15 percent of the college-attenders from the .
Nashville and New Orleans cenisrs chese colleges beyend a
35-mile radius; '

-- in contrast to the National figures which show that
students choose public colleces over private ones -ia about
a 70 to 30 ‘ratio, Project students as a whole chose private
or public collcges on a 50-50 ratio.

—-= excep® for the Breathitt center, very few Project students
chose junior colleges.

== black students chose black colleges by about a 2 to 1
ratio; only at the Charlotte and Durham centers are inte-
grated colleges more often sought.
A complete listing of all the colleges and vocational schools chosen
by these students is shown in the appendix.

Table 4 compares the summary data of Table 3 with similar data
from the two previous Project Opportunity graduating groups. Tke
overall data from those three groups shows a rather consistent
pattern. The pexcentage of black students choosing integrated
colleges is down slightly from Group I while the percentage choosing
colleges outside a 35=mile radius is up a bit.

In summary, about three-quarters of the Group III Project
Opportunity students have found their way to a post-high school
educational instituticn. Although a great majority of these
students come from a minority and/or a poverty background, these

factors have not prevented these students from continuing their

educations hevond high school. As with the previous two groups

of students, thase Group III Project Opportunity students Gewon-
strate that an intensive guidance preogram that .focuses on a sclected
group of young people for a number of years does pcoduce worthwhile
results. ' )
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POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS CHOSEJ BY
GROUP III, PROJECT OPPORTUMITY STUDENTS

ATLANT2A CENTER

Four Year Colleges:
Atlanta Schcol of 2rt
Clark College
Cornell University
Duke University
Fisk University
Moxehouse Collcge
Morris Brown College
Southern University
Spelman College
Tuskegee - Institute

W Wy Y W Ay O e

Two Year Colleges:
DeKalb Junior College

Vocational, Technical or Trade Schcols:
Atlanta Xrea Technical Schocl T
Blayton Business College .
Marsh-Draughton Business College -

AUBURN CERTER

.

Four Year Colleges:
Alabama State University
Stillmian College
Tuskegee Institute
University of the South

BREATHITT CINTER

FPour Yecar Collcges:
Berea Collecge
Eastern Xrntucky University
Morchcad ‘State University
University of Rentuclhy.
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Tﬁo Year Collcges:~

‘Tees Junior Collicge ) 27
Conservative Hepronmite Bible Institute 1
Vocational, Tochnical or Trade Schools: . -
Hazard Vocationzl School - ) §

i CANTCN CRuTZR

Four Year Colleges: - T
Alcorn College
Dillard University
Mississippi State College for tlomen
Mississippi Valley State College - —
Oberlin College
Rust Collcge . Sl
Tuskegee Institute ¢ .
U. S. Naval Acadeny
University of Detroit
University of Socuthern Mississippi
Veterbo College
Xavier University

-

B ot Bt ot ot 0 B Bt B N N N

Two Year Colleges:
Hinds Junior College .
~ Mary Holmes College s

“exg

TN

CHARLOTTE CENTER

L 4

Four Year Cclleges:
Bennett College
Johnson C. Smith University
St. Andrews Colleusc )
University of Nocsth Carclina - Grecnsboro
MNestern Carolina University

NNV N

‘o Year Colleges: - )
Central Piecdwont Cexxuniiy College 2

; " DURHMAY CRNTER

Four Yecar Colleucs:
Appalachian State University
Brown Uaiversity
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DURHAY CENTER {continued)

* East Carolina State University . 2
Hampton Institute : : 1
/ Lake Fordst College 3 1
| ‘ Lincola Yniversity - .Y _
. North Cazclina ﬂﬁt*al University . 6
l : — North Cazelina State University : 1 .
| University of lloxth "“*Oll“a - Chacel Hill 1
» - University oI North Carclina - Greensboro 4
[ . Vanderbilt University 1
? ) Winston-Salea State University 1l
Vocational, Technical or Trade Schools:
purhanm Collecge ) 1l
purham Tcchnical Instltute 2
}
- . LEE CEKTER ’
S Four Year Colleges:
. Asbury College 1
- Berca Collegz 1l
Centre Collcge 1l
Eastern kentucky University - o . 14 -
- Kenyon College . ' 1
Lee College K 1l
Midway Collcce . 1
Morehead. State University S 2 :
Pikeville Bible College - : 1l -
Transylvania College 3
Two Year Colleges: _
Lees Juniox College - B T 1
Vocational, Sfechnical or frade SC hcols:
Lee County Vocatlcﬁal School : T2
BOBILE CINTIR
Four Year Colleuycs: - A
Alabamz A&M University 2
Claxr) Collece2 1
Hampton” “Institute l
Loyola University 2
Southern Uniwversity (BR) 2
Spring Hill Csliore 1
Tuskezee Insiitute 1
. University of South hlabama 3
vanderhilt University 2
o Xaviexr University 6
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Two Ycar Colleges: ' :

S. D. Bisghop Junior College .

Faulkner Junior Collcae

Vocational, Tachnical or Trade Schoels:
Bauder Fashion College
Providoence Sciicol of lursing

NASHVILLE CEXTRR

FPour Year Colleges: . -
Belront Collece
Cornell University
Fisk University .
Middle Tennessce State Univerxrsity
Spelman Collece
Tennessee State University
University of “ennessee
Western Kentucky State University

Two Year Colleges:
Volunteer Staie Coimmunity College

Vocational, Technical or Trade Schools:
* General Hospital in Nashville :

Hashville Tech -
o. I. C. ’

NELSOX CEMTER

FPour Year Collieges:
Berea College

Emory and iionxv Colloge .
Hollins Collece , °

Lincoln Univexrsity
Longwood Collzge
Lynchburg College
KadGison College
Maxshall University
Feaxry Vashingicn Collage
Horcan State Ccllege
Moxchouse Cellcoge
toxieli Siate

Noxth Carolina Central University
Racdford Collego

Univoersity off Virginia

NN .

NN R WWH N U RN,




Virginia liilitary Institute
Virginia ‘Polvtechnic Institute
Virginia-Wleslevan College

Two Year Collecces:
Central Virginia Community Collegc (Public)
Piedinont Virginia Coomunity Collece (Public)

'~ Vocational, Technical cr Trade Schools:
Lotise Obici School of Nursing
- Waynesboro Hospital

- NEW ORLEANS CENTER

- -~

Four Year Colleges:
Dillard University -
Louisiana State University - New Orleans
MacMurray Collesge
Southern University = Baton Rouge
Southern University - Kew Orxleans
Tulane University -
Xaviexr University

Two Year Colleges:
Delgado Junicr College

Vocational, Technical or Trade Schools.
Hotel Diex School of Xursing
Orleans Area Vocational/Technical School

-




PROJECT OPPORTUNITY REPORTS

Research and Evaluation
Report Number 1972-6 -

College Choices of Outstanding
Black Students In Project
. Opportunity

Project Opportunity is a demonstration guidance project
that operates at eleven locations in the South. It seeks to
encouragde greater numbers of minority/poverty students to com-
plete their secondary schooling and then enter an appropriate
educational program after high schcol. One of the unigue
features oi Project Opportunity has been the fact that students

- are selected for the program at-the seventh or eighth grade
and then participate in Project activities throughout high
school. The only full-time staff person employed by the Project
at each of the demonstration centers is the Project Opportunity
counselor. . :

Begun in 1964, the Project has been in existence long
enough to see three groups of graduates finish high school.
‘Overall figures show that about three-guarters of the graduating
students in the Project have continued their education at some
‘post-secondary institution. Recent data indicates that about
two-thirds of the students in the Project are black; about halsf
the students come from families wheirc che total family income is
less than $6,000; the girl-boy ratio of the selected participants
is about tuo to one in favor of the girls.

In this report, attention is focused on the colleges chosen
by the outstanding black graduates of the program. Thus far in
the three graduating groups, there have been 582 black students
who have continued their education at some college or other post-
secondary institution. All these students took the Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT) of the College Entrance Examination Board
prior to gaining college admission. In this analysis, students
were classified:

1. as to whether they had at least one score on the SAT
above 500; and, '

2. as tu the type of college entered - integrated or
black.

Project Opportunity Reports are available from the College Entrance
Examination Bozrd, Southern Regional 0ffice, 17 Executive Park
Drive, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 3C329. Project Opportunity is a
cooperative endeavor of the College Entrance Examination Board and
the Southern Association nf Colleges and Schools.

-




CHI-SQUARE ANALYSIS OF DATA

Colleges Chosen

Black Integrated Total
At least one ) ]
: SAT score 17 i 44 61
! *  above 500
) SAT
SCORES Both SAT
? . scores below 343 178 521
500 -
f Total 360 222 582

Chi-Square = 33.3.

Significant at the .01 level of confidence

Clearly, among black. students graduating in Project
Opportunity and continuing their education, there is a strong
relationship between SAT scores and the type of college chosen.
The data in the above chi-square analysis reveals that:

a. of those black students with a score over 500,

28 percent chose black colleges and 72 percent
chose integrated colleges;

b. of those black students with scores less than
500, 66 percent chose black colleges and 34 per-
cent chose integrated colleges;

c. overall choices of these black students without
regard to test scores show that 62 percent chose

" black colleges and 38 percent chose integrated |
colleges; ’

d. of those students chosing black colleges, 5 per- |
cent had an SAT score above 500;

e. of those students choosing integrated colleges,. |
20 percent had at least one SAT score above 500; |

£. the overall test score distriBution without re-
: gard to choice of college shows that 10 percent
had an SAT score above &500;

ERIC TR
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A g. of the total group of 582, the percentage com-
prizing each of the four cells is:

(1) attending a black college with scores less
than 500 - 59%

(2) attending an integrated college with scores
less than 500 - 31%

(3) attending an integrated college with scores
above 500 - 7%

(4) attending a black college with scores above
500 - 3%, ,

In order to better understand the motivation for these
outstanding black students to choose integratec. colleges over
black colleges, a number of interviews were held with former
Project Opportunity students currently enrolled in colleges;
these interviews were conducted by graduate students in coun-
seling and guidance and covered a number of areas regarding
the transition from school to college. Twelve students were
interviewed who had at least one SAT score above 500. - Eleven
of these twelve students were attending integrated colleges;
the one exception was a student attending Xavier University.
A great variety of reasons were offered by the students them-
selves for choosing the integrated colleges:

»

. needed to live at home
. aca@emic reputation of the integrated college

. someone in the famlly had attended the college
previously

. was impressed by someone from the Admissions office

. was impressed with the personal attention in the
application process

. parents wanted student to attend the college
. counselor suggested the college

. had a friend who attends the college-.

The one student who chose the black college stated that
he chose it because it offered more financial aid than did
another college he was considering.




Two black Project Opportunity counselors, Elbert LaLande
of Mobile and Mildred Gilkey of Atlanta, were also asked to
offer their explanations for the’ overwhelming choice of inte-
grated rolleges by these outstanding students. Mr. LaLande -
felt that these students had proven themselves academically
and that they were somewhat more courageous than other students;:
he also felt that because they had more security, they were also
more willing to take bigger risks; he noted that many of them
were quite ready to accept the academic competition at inte-
grated colleges and that most of these students were beyond
racial explanations as a basis for their important decisions.
It is interesting that the black students at the Mobile center
have attended integrated schools for the past five or six
‘years and prior to that time they were taught by a bi-racial
faculty.

Mildred Gilkey of the Atlanta center responded in light

of the fact that all her students have attended almost totally
segregated schools during all their schnool vears. When her top
students choose integrated colleges, she feels that they are

- saying "We're just as good as anyone else." She says that her
students - even her top ones - may have some doubt as to their
self-worth and that being accepted, enrolling, and doing satis-
factory work at an integrated college are important factors
in the building of confidence in those students. To succeed as a
black,at a segregated high school in Atlanta is one thing, but
to succeed at a college like Cornell or Purdue is guite another.
These students - almost more than anything else - want to know
that they can compete equally well in the largex society, not
just in the black sub-culture. Mrs. Gilkey admits that a lot
of the push to get her top students iuto integrated colleges.
comes from her - she says she often plants the seed of the idea.
She offers no apology for her actions because she feels it is
most important for her students to gain confidence in themselves’
and that this confidence can best be built, she believes, by

having them succeed at colleges with a long tradition of .dademic
_ excellence.

In summary, ten percent (10%) of the total black population
graduating in Project Opportunity in 1970, 1971, and 1972 had at
least one SAT score of 500 or above. The vast majority (72%)
of these students who continued their education selected an
integrated institution; the majority (66%) of black students |
scoring below 500 on both sections of the SAT who continued their |
education, chose to attend black institutions. Interviews with !
the higher scoring black students suggest that they more often
choose integrated institutions because of the institution's )
academic reputation, because they were impressed with the atten- ‘
tion they received during the admission process, and because
some significant other influenced them to attend. Two black o
Project Opportunity counselors further suggest that the choices
were related to the students' feeling of confidence and self-
worth. .
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Integrated Colleges

Brown University

Cornell University

Duke University

Florida Presbyterian College
Hollins College

Loyola University

MacMurry College

‘Massachuseatts Instltute of Technology
Meredith College

Mount Holyoke College

Newcomb College

North Carolina State University
Peabody College

Purdue University

Spring Hill College

Texas Lutheran College

Tulane University

United States

University
University
University
University
University
University
University
Vanderbilt

Black Colleges

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Naval Acadeny

Alabama

North Carolina - Chapel Hill
North Carolina - Charlotte
North Carolina - Greensboro
South Alabama

Virginia

Wisconsin

University

Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Wesleyan University (Ct.)

Clark College
Dillard University
Fisk University
Hampton Institute
Lincoln University
Morehouse College
North Carolina Central University

© APPENDIX

Colleges Chosen By Black Project Opportunity Students

With An SAT Score Over 500
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Black Colleges (Con't) Number of Students

Southern University
= Spelman College
Tougaloo College
Tuskegee Institute
Xavier University
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